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1. forwarded under separate cover is a letter which was 
forwarded to £/ Jl and which requests KUBARK funds and support of 
a scheme tolbring KODAMA Yoshio to PBPRIME, Upon receipt of this 
letter,/ C- J2 requested our advice on how to reply to the proposal. 
Believing the situation an extremely delicate one with questionable 
r benefit to KUBARK, we have asked £2 X3 when thanking the author 
for calling this to our attention, to advise her* that this -pro- 
posal involves a oolicy matter which is outside the realm KUBARK* s 
Jurisdiction . { -3 will tell her, also, that this proposal appears 

to be rather risky and might not be looked upon favorably by ODYOKE, 
butf that she may raise it with ODACID if she so desires. This . * 
response has not yet been delivered to the author, but will be at 
the time of £2 next contact with her. • 

:: / : . ■ \ - ■ ...,V *'■ : • ■ ■' ■ ■ f ■ " 

/ 2 . The Kennedy referred to in the attached letter is. Robert 

^Kennedy., Please also note that CL 31 and C 33 figure in 
/'this letters We would appreciate Receiving your comments on this 
/ situation, particularly on the facts of the case as presented by ' , 
the author. ' ' ' 'X * . ' - t - * * 

. 3 . '• ; \ . •••:•," .. • • l • .. •• ; ;■ 

3. Attached hereto for your information is a 1 copy of 1 < 

15 October* 1963 biographic summary on KODAMA Yoshio. 


Enclosures: 

1. letter, use 

2. c Biographic summary, h/w 


Distribution: 

Orig. & 1 - COS, X 3, w/encs a/s 
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1 L J 

New ‘York 1 1 , N.Y, 
Dear Joe : 


I couldn*! mail this ’to you S c* t ur Ha v from York as 

, fhc postofflce waj closed. 

t- ■'/[ 

The attached memorandum ; s the one I presented to Mr# vj 

Kennedy on Thursday, February 20 * He read It with extreme, care* 
c He asked me what I wanted him to do# I explained that I had already t > 
fold the Agency about this matter and was giving them the sam.c memor-;:.:^ 
andum In New York and was co I ng to ask the Agency to provide the funds 0 
for the project If It Is approved. I fold him I felt that he ,shou!d 
know a bout If as I assumed that Kodama could not c one ' . t o this country >' 

without unofficial official approval* He' then said, "You^wou id like 
tor me to see that his visa Is approved*' 1 I said ves. He said that 
he wou Id have five matter studied and vould be in touch with me. 


So l am formally requesting In this, letter that the Acency 
provide the funds for this project If if is sp.rrcved# 


I plan to be back In New York iVa r c h 9 ** d f K 1 » f if a n v t L i nr? . 

prevents this, I will let you know. 

Warmest personal regards, 
r ^ 


ROTH SHELDON Kbr r ' LES 

r 

1623 Sou th Mad i son 
Tu Isa 20, Ok lahoma 
Telephone: AC PIP, lumber 5-P598 




COKFIDENUA Ii klltOEAhDUk COKCEP^IIiG A PkOJLCT 
TO STIMGTHEN THE ?HKB V/OKLD 1 S IriPLU^CE III 
THE JAPANESE POLITICAL SITUATION. 


SUkHAHY 

There is a group of influential industrialists and 
educators in Japan who have organized as a private group to preserve 
a free society and who are actively fighting Communism in ways 
which we in the United States do not do. 

One of the leaders of this group, Dr. ilasatoshi Matsushita, 
president of Eikkyo University (St. Paul’s, with 10,000 students) 
and one of Japan’s leading educators, believes that it would be in- 
valuable to the cause of the free world to arrange to bring the 
most important unofficial political leader in Japan to visit the 
United States to give him an unders tanai ng of Western ideas and 
the Western way of life. 

This man is Yoshio Kodama, the political "boss" of Tokyo. 

He is a "boss" in the old-time U.S. political sense and his connect- 
ions and power infiltrate throughout Japan's gambling, nightclub, 
sports etc. worlds. He is the behind the scenes political "boss" 
who controls the balance of political power. A more detailed sketch 
of ho v/ and why will be part of this memorandum. Kodama is an avowed 
anti- Communist. His motivation for his personal activities is 
political rather than financial. He is an old -vie Japanese nation- 
alist and has never had any exposure to the Western world. 

In essence, he represents the "old forces" in Japan and 
controls them. The "new forces", who are trying, to be a bridge 
between Asia and the Western world, (as represented by Dr. Matsushita 
and his group) feel that Kodarna has matured and is flexible. They 
feel they can get him to cooperate in critical U. S.- Japanese problems 
if he is given a framework of reference to be able to think in terms 
of the world instead of just Japan. If Kodarna visits the U,S. they 
believe that on his return they will be able to capitalize on this 
increased understanding at key moments and in the ways 7/hich, Japanese 
nan die these things with Japanese. 

Kodama has no idea that anyone ic r : ^inking about him in 
these terms. Due to his background and his current role he could 
not be invited to the U.S. officially. At the same time, he un- 
doubtedly would not be given a visa without the consent of U.S. 
authorities. 

V/e have devised a plan whereby he could be invited to 
come as The "guest" of a leading U.S. iiewspaper provided that the 
project has unofficial government approval and that funds- can be 
obtained for the project. 


-v2 - 
BACKGROUND 


In order to understand how tnls project in practical 
international relationships has developed and why it is meaningful, 
it is necessary to know the background, relationship and motivation 
of the people involved. 

personal biography is attached. I have been accepted 
into the inner circle of tnis group of Japanese who are fignting 
Communism and trying to establish a bridge between Japan and the 
vVestem world, since we met at an economic conference in Belgium 
in 1962. I was with them again last December wnile on an around 
the world writing trip. 

In addition to Dr. ma'csushita, among other important 
members of the group are mr. Iwasa, president of the Fujii Bank 
and kr. Seigen Tanaka, a leading industrialist who has an unusual 
history. 

Sir. Tanaka was Secretary General of the Communist Party 
of Japan from 1929 to 1931 and organized gdid directed the terrorist 
activities of the armed Communist underground. ‘.Vhen he was sentenced 
to 12 years in prison his mother commited harakiri. After six years 
the government commuted his sentence, but i’anaka insisted on serving 
the full tern as an act of atonement, lie was converted to the cause 
of freedom and became a business success in order to finance anfi- 
Conmrunist activities, he heads a number of -il, petrochemical, 
construction and development companies, he led the majority faction 
of the radical Zengakuren boys to defect from the Japanese Communist 
Party in I960. At the same time, he organized the League of Students 
in Defense of Democracy whose membership now amounts to 40,000. tie 
heads the National Councilxaf in Defense of Democracy ' which i3 work- 
ing to unite over 450,000 laborers from neutral unions and longshore- 
men in order to match the leftist Sohyo labor union. 

As already stated, Dr. I.Iat sushi ta is president of T‘ :yo 
University and his his PhD in international law from Columbia Uni- 
versity. He was in Washington last week lecturing as the Far East 
expert at the Institute of International Education. His university 
is Episcopal oriented and supported by the Episcopal church here. 

Dr. matsushita° and Tanaka have been spearheading a drive 
to obtain government legislation to stiffen penalties for dope 
traffic and to place control in one central enforcement agency 
rather than having it scattered in various ministries. *Ihe Commun- 
ists, of course, have been using the dope traffic as a source of 
foreign exchange for their underground activities in Asia which is 
why Tanaka and katsushita are fighting it. 

As a result of these activities the underworld attempted 
to assassinate Tanaka in November and ne is still in the hospital. 

Dr. hat sushi ta had a meeting with Kodarna, the "Boss’*, 


and Taoka, the "suo-boss" from Osaka, two week© ago in Tokyo and 
they. both assured nin tney would cooperate to the fullest extent 
with himself and Tanaka in their anti-narcotic work against tne 
Communists. 

All this background is by way of establishing the rather 
unusual relationship of these people. There is a dedication in 
Japanese politics for which there is no equivalent in tne U.S. 

koshio Xadama has nad a complicated career. In brief, 
he began as a student, revolutionary — a rightist but lo\ral to the 
Emperor and spent time in jail; w *.s one of the nign government ad- 
visors in prince Kigashikuni 's suministrafcion in 194-5; was a cabinet 
minister; was tae first man to make a personal connection y/ith 
General hacArt^ur and the Premier; was arrested as a Class "A" war 
criminal for dealings in war materiel and spent three years in jail 
but was subsequently found not guilty; he engaged in various kinds 
of businesses but always basically politics. He has extended ids 
influence throughout Japan's underworld a6 a means of being the 
behind the scenes political "boss” with an importance that he feels 
he could never acnieve now openly* 

As . I understand it, in Japan tne strong point of control 
by being tne "boss” of the underworld is not only just votes but 
the fear of physical force. There have been a number of political 
stabbings and acts of violence recently. As Dr. Matsushita explains 
it to me, "Unless you can keep the underworld neutral you cannot get 
power. Otherwise your life is in jeopardy and unless you are 

anxious to get to heaven sooner than later you just don't oppose 
tnem. " 

Dr. Matsushita says that Xodama is an Oriental and sxii. q 
anti-Western. This is why he is anti-Comnrunist because he considers 
Marxism and leninism are «Ve3tern concepts. In other -words he is a 
nationalist and an Oriental, but one wnom Dr. Matsushita and this 
group believe is noy; flexible enough* to work -with tnem if he is 
given the exposure to tne U.S. which this project proposes. 

Dr. luatsusnita is more tnan aware of the problems involved 
in carrying out this project, and appreciates how this has to be 
checked out. Por the last 15 years he has been responsible for 
drafting the laws in Japan against anti- subversive activities and he 
has worked closely with the Japanese Investigation Bureau of Public 
Peace. He tells me that he can get the full support of this agency 
in connection with this project if there is any question as to why 
Kodacia is coming here. 

Tne principle point to be kept in mind is that this project 
is initiated by Dr. i^atsushita, his colleagues and myself as a 
practical and positive one to strengthen the cause of the free world 
in Japan. Y/e think this is particularly important at this me due 
to the rising economic pressures to open the door wide to tr*. :.e with 



Red China and the Soviet Union. Although Kodama is anti- Communist 
he is* also anti-YYestern and since he holds a certain balance of 
power it is intelligent to carry out a project which would give the 
Japanese group additional leverage in getting nim to make the right 
decisions at the right times. 

kODUS OPERAND I 

The approach to Kodama has to be a logical one. This is 
the plan which Dr. Katsushita states will work, speaking from the 
Oriental point of view. 

(p* Jameson Campaigne, editor of the Indianapolis Star, also 
attended the economic meeting in Belgium and became a friend of 
this Japanese group. The plan is for him to go to Tokyo to do some 
articles and Dr. katsushita will introduce him to Kodama. After 
sufficient meetings Campaigne will invite, Kodama t,o the U.S. as 
the guest of the Indianapolis Star and tell him that in return he 
would like to have him write some articles about nis impressions 
of the U.S. Dr. liatsushita would influence him to accept the invi- 
tation. \7e would then set up an appropriate program whereby he 
would meet meaningful people and sfee activities and places important 
to his "Education. *' Dr. katsushita would "coincidentally*' arrive 
in the U.S. during his visit to nelp keep things on course- 

Both Dr. kat sushi ta and I have discussed this with Campaigne 
who is in accord with the importance of the project and fhos is a 
perfect person for his role. 

\7e are now seeking cooperation to carry out the project. 


Sincerely, 



RUTH SHELDON KNOWLES 

1623 South liadison 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Teleohone; Area Code 918 
Luther 5-9528 



